
The Do’s and Don’ts of Lead-ins to Quotes  
 
Do’s: 

- Give a brief summary of the event or surrounding setting 
- Example  (F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby) 

 Additionally, in the world of Gatsby, gossip constantly surrounds the characters causing 
Nick Carraway to  remark, “necessary to whisper about in this world”(Fitzgerald 44). 
 

- Use phrases such as:  
- The author/character addresses 
- The author/character thinks 
- The author/character argues 
- The author/character suggests 
- The author/character believes  

 
 
Don’ts: 

- Introduce quotes with no description to what the quote states  
- Have a quote be the start of a sentence  
- Introduce quotes with phrases like 

- The texts states/says 
- The author states/says 

- These introductions make the working of your essay seem weak and does 
not help describe your quote  

- Example: 
- In the poem “Invictus”, it states, “I am the master of my fate: I am 

the captain of my soul” (Henley). 
 
Links for further help: 
 
Words to Quote Lead-Ins 
Background Information for Quote Lead-Ins 
300 Ways to Say "Said" 
Argument Verbs 
Vivid Verbs List 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1Y0Hz62HR8xUUtZQklXZHJ2V0U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7eheRGuy33dZmV4OEF0cmhXZkE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1j10UR58sjUZERYc3lXdFFXcEE/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WlAua4LJkSZAezbC2QDrOw1VGYk0h-q7TWXk-SbgeFs/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1j10UR58sjUNmpmSUhDM0h0QjA/view

